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"NOMADISAM IN A NDHRA PRADESH" 



P A P E R " 
Prepared by 






President of the Souvenir committee 
f the Andhra PnfSesh Nomadic Tribes wclf are Confererce 

and Seminar 
held at Guntur on 23 4 1967 

Under the presidentship of Sri U. N-. Dhebar, 

president of the Bharathiya Ghumanthu Jan 

(Nomadic Tribes) Sevak Sang fa. 

As one aptly said "The Cuckoo cannot help 
cooing; the cloud cannot help bursting: the fish can- 
not help swimming; the nomad* similarly, cannot help 
wandering" 

There are seveial categories of nomads, living at 
-varying stages of nomadism arid following pursuits most 
suitable to their wandering habits, in this country, 
Nomadism cannot be described as a characteristic of 
individuals. It may be either the inheritance of a 
hoary past, or the direct or indirect consequence of 
environment. Where nomadism is a relic of an ancient 
past, either traditional or environmental, it gradually 
becomes a habit, which a nomad cannot easily shake 
off, nor does he desire t do it either. It may be 
assumed, that nomadism is a cultural trait which results 
from want of ambition or aspiration, either total or 
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Before dawn of civilization, nomadism seems to 
be a regular feature of life of man during the Old and New 
Stone Ages. Gradually as the environment changed and 
man made advances in technology some have settled, 
while others continued their wanderings from place to 
place. Nomadic tribes are found even today in almost 
all the countries of the world. Nomads constitute a 
significant part of 60 crores population of India. 

Anthropologists say that there are more than 
twenty nomadic tribes in Andhra Pradesh. Their 
popoulation is estimated at about fifteen lakhs. 
Let me deal with them briefly one by one. 



(I) The Chenchus: 

The Chenchus are classified as Cultural Nomads. 
Their population according to the census of 1961 is 
17,609. They inhabit mostly in the Nallamala range 
of the Eastern Ghats, South of the Krishna and North 
of the Pennap rivers in Andhra Pradesh, They are 
exceedingly black, with long hair, and on thair head 
wore caps made of leaves. Each man had with him, 
unbarbed arrows and a bow for hunting; The staple 
food of the Chenchus conaists of cereals, yams, and 
some jungle roots which they dig out with their digg- 
ing stick, forest fruits and various animals such as crow, 
lizard, bear, peacock and black monkey. The problem 
of the. Chenchu is the problem of Nallamalas. The 
Chenchu is forced to be a nomad for full five months 

_ ^ to ' ' 

in the year. Among the Chenchus, education is nil, 

ambition totally absent and the desire to emulate and 

. improve long ago 
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(2) Challa Yanadts:- 

Among the tribes of Andhra, Yanadis ; and parti* 
cularly challa section of them, can be treated as cultural 
nomads. Their population can be roughly estimated to 
be about forty thousands. Owing to tbeir still per- 
sisting food habits (ie) feeding upon field rats, bandy- 
coots crabs and the leftovers of the table on festive 
occasions, their comparitively unclean habits, they are 
treated as untouchables. Due to extreme poverty, 
they go almost naked except for a rag, subsist on a 
single meal. They are good divers. They are keen 
on fishing. They vare clever at catching cobras. The 
honey collection by them is a very skilful pujsuit. 
They are good huntsmen and devoid of fear in the 

* 4V . ' '! 

jungle. They reside in huts living on jungle produce, 
Their religion is animistic in nature. 

(3) Larnbadis:- 

Lambadis otherwise known as Sugalis or Binjaras 
are another inter - state sect of cattle breeders, possess- 
ing expert knowldge of cattle rearing. The total popu- 
lation in Andhra Pradesh is roughly estimated at 11 
lakhs. Mostly they live in 4l Thaudas f * usually situated 
nearest to the forest- Their administration of Thundas 
bears the characterestics of monorchical form of Govern- 
ment* The women drive the cattle and are the jobust 
we ever saw in India. In census reports, the Lambadis 
are described as a clan of traders, herdsman, cattle 
breeders and cattle lifters- Huts of Banjaras are very 
temporary structures made of wattle. There is an air 
of encampment about their villages which suggests a gipsy 
life. Elaborate tattooed patters are the hall maik of 
every Lambadi woman, 



(4) Yerukalas :- 

The Yerukalas are a South Indian nomadic tribe, 
population being nearly one lakh in coastal Andhra 
according to the census of 1961. Being small traders 
they are constantly on the move, selling salt, pulses, 
Karivepaku, making and selling baskets, food grain 
containers, manure carriers, basket measures winnows, 
screens and several other articles of day to day used 
by the farmers. Being generally intelligent, the women 
more intelligent and hard working than men, practise 
thought-reading and earn well by reading the palms of 
gullible women and telling "Yeruka", a bright future 
for them. No Yerukala begs alms but tries to earn a 
living by pursuing his trade. Yerukalas are found in 
Maharastra, Madras, and Mysore states called by diffe- 
rent names as koravas in Madras, Korachas in Mysore 
and Kaikadis in Maharastra Having been declared as 
a Criminal Tribe, they had been subjected by the police 
to great and insufferable persecution and confinement 
to settlements. After the abolition of Criminal Tribes 

A /c , hey are free ' They are admitted into the list 
of Scheduled tribes by the Central Government. They 
are dark, have curly hair, hoarse throats, tall frames, 
wugn skins and do not usually suffer from any ailments- 
i ney gre very intelligent, agile, quick to grasp, slow to 
retaliate. They decide their disputes betore thier Pan- 
cuayath! and through clan justice. They communicate 
with each other in their own language. They usually 
move m small groups, two or three at best and always 
camp outside the towns or villages. By God's grace 
rue author lived amongest them in'stuartpuram ' 

' 
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_ paper and organising special training d assss 



etc, 
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(5) Yanadis :- 

Yanadis are a timid, amenable, gemal but slothful 
race with a history as old as the early savage state of 
human existance. Their population is about 2,15,381 
in i96 1. There are very few criminals in Yanadis but even 
they are not hardened criminals given to highway crime. 
Yanadis are excllenc, obliging, gentle and fairly honest 
domestic servants. After the abolition of C T. Act 
they are free. They Jare also included in the list of 
Scheduled tribes and enjoying all facilities. N0madism 
of the yanadis [is slowly declining with the generous 
measures taken by the Govt. and social organisations- 
They have been more sinned against than sinning, 

( 6 ) D om mar as : - 

They are a wandering tribe found all over Andhra 
Pradesh. They are hardy and sturdy. They speak polyglot. 
They eat cats, crows, squirrels, snakes and mongooses. 
The Dommira language is believed to be the Mundarian 
in origin, Tattooing is common among them and possess 
a 'magical value. Dommara women are slim winy and 
submit themselves to several twists of their bodies in 

the acrobatic feats and can do tight -rope waikirg. 

Some girls are married to the gymnasium p3le or 

the sword as a symbol, perhaps signal, of her ava-1 ' 

to the public. 

(7) Kattaras . 

Katteras -might have got this name ox^accou--- 
of their unhesitating use of a pair of scissors in sev 
ling necklaces from unwary pilgrims, festive gatherers 
and those in sound sleep. 'They are interstate buglats 
Katteias-aie intelligent! cruel and even untrustworthy 



ir 
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(8) Dasarh: 

These are criminal beggers. When they go for 
theiving, they see omens and seek the tacit permission 
of the Goddess for embarking on crime. Whenever 
caught, they give wrong personal names to escape 
investigation. 

(9) Kati papal u :- 

They levy fee on the Madigas as a relic of 
by -gone superiority- They were once collecting a fee 
levied by them on burial grounds. They even now put 
on mock crowns made of pith and gathering glass-pieces 
and visit villages begging alms. 

(10) Pamulas:- 

The Paulas are a tnba of snake charmers living 1 
a nomadic life. Their main source of living is snake- 
charming. The Pamulas catch the cobras and tame them 
and take to begging. They extract the poison from 
the snakes and sell as it is used in Ayurvedic Medicine. 
They eat crows, cats, lizards and rats They are in- 
telligent and can be trained to pursue skilled avocations. 
They , live in the outskirts of towns and villages/ 

(I!) Dokkalas:- 

Dokkalas are to some extent educated. Every 
Madiga family is bound to pay the Dokkala every year 
some fixed amount. Each Dokkala family unit has got 
jurisdiction over 100 villages. They believe that it is not 
auspicious to live in huts provided with walls. They eat 
carrion too, Dokkalas,aie untouchables to Malas. 
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Mandulas.- 

j . They wander from place to piece selling herbal 
^icines and talismans* Mandulas carry their belong- 
s on donkeys. They sell beads and mirrors as a 

e occupation. Every member of the community is 
ii ^i ^^T* 

ht the art of healing from boyhced. They also 
',. "vermillfon, keys, locks and other fancy articles. 
also rear and sell goats. Some of them embrace 
out of necessity. They worship Lord Ven- 
also, 



Budabukkda:- 

They are a semi - nomadic tribe who visit homes 
in the mornings and bless. They put on strange 
-~ dress, wear multi-coloured flowing roles and also 

an old black umbrella. The are being suitable 
Carded. They live by begging, 

4) Girikals :- 

A small roamming tribe in Adilabad District, 
hey speak no other language but Telugu and are a 
ction of the beggarly clan. They eke out their livcli- 
sod by entertaining public with "Ranguhratem 1 * parti- 
ilarly in Jatharas. They inf lice upon thenrelvas Wee- 
ing wounds by forcibly twirling a thick sharp eJged 
)pe to evoke pity and secure alms* 

5) Rajamallus:- 

They live mainly on begging. They wander for 
ight months begging and return to their village in 
[arimnagar District. Their huts are very flimsy. They 
miserably dressed. They had drum and use it 
Budabukkalas for eliciting charity. 



(16) Perikamuggulas :- 

They aie professional tattoing women in the 
Andhra Pradesh. They live by beggary, soothsaying 
and tatooing. They also live by prostitution in the 
villages. They do not have any separate language of 
their own. 

(17) Nakkalas.- 

This community is chiefly found in coastal 
Andhra Districts having primitive habits. They catch 
birds, sell them in the villages and make a living. 

(18) Mondi Ban da.'- 

They are noted ior their obstinancy. They go 
out with stones for begging and threaten to beat on 
their brains, if alms are not forthcoming. They ate 
tall and robust. When engaged in begging, they cut 
the skin, vomit and roll in the dust. The caste is 
divided into series of bands each of which has the 
right to collect alms with in a particular area. This 
tribe is found in coastal Andhra and Rayala Seema areas, 
They live by begging They live by singing songs 
praising people. Because they are persistant in their 
demands, they are called Mondi Bandas. 

(19) Balasanthu:- 

They are mostly 'ballad reciters 1 such as Bobbili- 
kadha, Ganga parvathi and other puranic stories. They 
are found in Telangana as professional beggars and semi- 
nomads. They speak only Telugu. The women folk 
weave mats and the males go for begging They catch 
and eat foxes, rats and udumuiu. They are intelligent 
people and can develop their condition, if proper 
facilities are given- 
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(20) Pichiguntafu:- 

T^hey are beggars and also madtcants who are 
herbalists and give physic to people to cure fever. Sto- 
machache and other ailments. They beat the village 
drums, relate stories and legends. The Pitchiguntalu 
visit the houses of ryots and then read out their Kula 
Gotras for which they are rewarded They narrate 
stories making sound with a musical instrument at 
nights for which villagers gather in large numbers. 

**"*' ^^ **^ ' ' ** *F * 1 

They are also good pig - rearers. They perform Hindu 
festivals and worship all the Hindu deities. 

(21) Peddinti Gollas .- 

The women live by tattooing. Men live by pra- 
ctising Modi (Mesparism). They also sell petty medi- 
cines. All that they own are one portable hut, few 
utensils and one or two donkeys. They c*ry few 
poultry and few pigs. They are chiefly found m 
Rayala Seema. 

(22) Nirshikris:- 

This is a tribe found mostly in kurnool and 
Ananthapur Districts. Their main occupation is begg- 
ing. These people are very garrulous very mmbla of 
foot, thoroughly intelligent ani commit crimes. 

(23) Bynollm- 

They entertain villagers by singing parises of 
God and Goddesses and their miracles. They are m 
^ demand in villages during Jathara, They are d 
be priests of Madigas and they are found m kuraool 
and Anantapuram Districts of Andhra Pradesh. 
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(24) Pu-safa :- 

They sell pusalu (beads). They sing several stories 
with Thumbura and Dhakki. They are found in almost 
all the districts of Andhra area. They are very back- 
ward, illiterate and uncivilised. They can be seen sit- 
ting on the road side in towns selling some articles. 

The following are some of the ameliorative mea- 
sures suggested for the development of the Nomadic 
Tribes, 

(1) The tribal grants made so far failed to reach the 
nomad, thongh they were amply utilised by the 
settled groups. Many grants sanctioned for the 
purpose were allowed to be lapsed. Tfcis should 
be enquired into thoroughly and remedies impli- 
mented. ... 

(2) The work of amelioration of this section should 
be entrusted to honest and sincere social workers but 
not to the officers of the Govt., as far as possible. 

(3) The social workers who are entrusted with this 
work have to study well in advance the preju- 
dices, superstitions, and pet - beliefs of a tribal. 

(4) The advice and guidence of the anthropologists 
have to be taken in this work. 

(5) The social worker has to meet them very often 
and win their confidence slowly by providing them 
their wantings like clothing, medical facilities food 
supplies etc. 

(6} Colonies for this nomads should not be constru- 
cted as a road - side show piece but far from 



villages but near the forests so that they may 
wander in the forests freely as they have been 
doing before 

(7) They should be supplied with a house -site free 
of cost and the nomad must be allowed to con- 
st! uct a neat thatched hut costing about a hundred 
rupees each f supplying material and encouraging 
him to put in as much self -effort as he could, 
so that he may feel that the house is his own- 
Other facilities, such as protected water supply 
midical help etc, should be provided by the 
organisers 

(8) The social worker has first to understand their way 
of life, appreciate all the good that is in them and 

** *w ' 

then try to modernise them and mould them to 
become present day citizers. 

(9) The tribal worker either official or non- official 
has to study and try. to understand their religion 
and should not on any account criticise or laugh 
at tribal ceremonies or beliefs. 

(10) He should not exhibit a superiority complex in 
his or her talk, walk and dress and do well to 
climb down to the level of the beneficiaries. 

(11) The best way of winning a tribal's confidence is 
by sailing with him and not by crossing his path 
at every step. 

(12) The Panchayats of the tribals should be respected 
and they can be left to themselves in deciding 
the disputes atleast for a few more years to 
come. 



(13) Lakshs of aeies of Government land allotted to 
Harijans and tribal people on an individual basis 
is rapidly passing into other hands and this should be 
checked. The lands should be assigned by Govern- 
ment in cooperative societies of the beneficiaries. 

(14) Tribal education should be provided by starting 
Ashramam schools and hostels for them with all 
free facilities, 

(15) Special forest cooperative societies may be started 
for them on the lines in Maharastra State* 

(16) The four problems that face the workers "about 
nomads are (1) Social ignorance about the nomads 
(2) Stark poverty of nomads (3) Illiteracy 
amongst them and (4) Rehabilitation which have 
to be tackled in right earnest. 
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